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Aim: 

This course shall focus on the emergence of a new world order in the 20th century. 

Various events influenced this development. The two world wars played a crucial role 

in shaping the contemporary world. The course shall closely examine the origin, 

course and consequences of these two wars. The course would try and analyse the 

scale and complexity of the First World War. This war was unique in multiple ways: 

its use of technology, the scale of devastation, and loss of human life.  

We would further explore the nature of the Russian and Chinese Revolutions. The 

diplomatic efforts made after the First World War, focused on preventing similar war 

in future, but as we know these significantly contributed to the Second World War. 

The role of the rise of Fascism and Nazism is equally important in understanding the 

origin of Second World War. Aggressive nationalism, coupled with suspicion, 

competitive capitalism and imperialism led to the Second World War. These 

components related to the war shall be analysed in all its dimensions. 

The course shall end with examining these changes that emerged at the end of the 

Second World War with a detailed discussion on Cold war, European reconstruction 

and rise of Non-alignment. Towards the end, we would try and understand the Korean 

and Vietnamese war and further examine the end of Cold war leading way to the 

emergence of unipolar world.   

Brief description of modules/ Main modules: 

1. World War I: Causes, Course and Consequences 

2. Europe after WWI: Compromises and Uncertainties 

3.  Russia in Revolution: Crisis, Reforms and Consequences 

5. Chinese Revolution: Shifts in Power 

6. The Years between the Wars: rise and fall of Fascism and Nazism 

7. World War II: Causes, Events and Effects 
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8.  Europe in the Cold War Era: the rise of two super powers 

9. Korean and Vietnamese wars 

11.  The Non-alignment Movement 

12.  Changing Patterns of World Power: Disintegration of the USSR, End of the Cold 

War and the Emergence of Unipolar World. 
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Tentative Assessment Schedule with details of weightage: 

S. 

No 

Assessment Type Date/Period Weightage 

1. Home Assignment/Class Presentation First Week of 

February 

30% 

2. Home Assignment Second Week of 

March 

30% 

3. End Semester Exam As per SUS schedule 40% 



 

 

 

 


