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 Aim: The category of the normal is widely (and often unthinkingly) deployed in several 

branches of Psychology , and along with it comes a hasty pathologization of diverse 

forms of experiences and expressions that are “out of the ordinary”, There is a way in 

which the “natural” is revered , a way in which a unitary world view commands 

unquestioned respect. Being exposed to the varied cultural manifestations of the 

phenomenon, or the social construction of it, makes one more critical of “reality” and 

more respectful of the diversity that makes the world. Bringing to dialogue insights from 

the writings of Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida on Reason and Judith Butler on 

Perfomativity, this course will primarily cultivate critical thinking in terms of the 

normal/ abnormal dyad. 

Brief description of modules/ Main modules: 

I. Introduction to Post structuralism (2 Weeks)  
II. Sexuality (2 Weeks) 
III. Gender (4 Weeks)  
IV. Madness (7-8 Weeks). 
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Assessment Methodology: Film Analysis, Term Papers, Weekly reflections, Viva Voce.  

      A) Class Participation – 20% 

      B) Written Submission 1 – 40%  

  C) Written Submission 2 -  40%  

 


