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Aim:  This course aims to provide a critical theoretical and practical understanding of the socio-
economic and politico-cultural aspects of contemporary environmental changes and its
implication for ‘Development’. It hopes to acquaint the students with a comprehensive
understanding humans’ historical struggle to co-exist with the natural environment and the
linkages it has with their livelihoods and material well being. In this pursuit, it touches upon the
multi-disciplinary insights on subject matters of population, poverty, resource scarcity, economic
growth and its limits and sustainability, natural and environmental risks and hazards, local
governance, equity and social justice.

Brief description of modules/ Main modules:

Module 1: ENRD: Conceptual Scope, Interlinkages and Correlation: The first module looks
at the interlinkages between environment, it's natural resources and the process of development.



It explores the question of and issues around the key of these in the process of modernization and
post colonial societies. It then look at the effect on these that the process of globalization and
liberalization.

Module 2: ENRD: Theoretical Genealogies: The second Module looks at the historical
evolution of environmentalism, the economic concerns and political contestation it involves and
the socio-cultural context in which it is embedded. Then it goes on to look at the evolution of
theoretical approaches of environmental history, ecological economics, political ecology and
environmental sociology.

Module 3: Natural Resource, Conflict and Institutions of Governance The second Module
looks at the historical genesis of patterns of human interaction with their environment,
institutional mechanism and regimes that have facilitated and regulated these patterns. The main
focus here is to look at the role of state, market and civil society at local national and, off late,
global level of human collectives in this endeavour. Given the intricate and complex relationship
between access to natural resources and the material well-being of individual and groups,
conflictual and violent interactions have also been explained with environment at the centre of
their causal explanations. Module 3 looks at this stream of academic literature and some case
studies from India study the role of social movements to cause of environmentalism.

Module 4: ENRD and Land-based Resources: Module 4 takes the specific case of land-based
resources like soil and minerals, to critically explore the environmental problems like soil
erosion, solid waste disposal, land degradation, desertification, and deforestation. It goes on to
look at the knowledge about their causes and alternatives redressal mechanisms and policy
measure to go about them with specific focus on India. The mains problematic engaged with in
the development induced displacement and rehabilitation and resettlements of these
environmental victims.

Module 5: ENRD and Forest Based Resources: Next module looks at the forest resources, the
historical processes of intervention in this forested land, the ways through which we attempted to
conserve and protect them for their mythical or/and scientific significance. However the impact
of these processes on the communities living in these forested land has been devastating and led t
several social movements.

Module 6: ENRD and Water-based Resources: Module 6 takes the specific case of water-
based resources like drinking water, irrigation/dams and fisheries to critically explore the
environmental problems associated with them especially its pollution. Then it goes on to look at
the knowledge about their causes and alternatives redressal mechanisms and policy measure to
go about them with specific focus on India. The mains problematic engaged with in the
development induced displacement and rehabilitation and resettlements of these environmental
victims.
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Tentative Assessment schedule with details of weightage:

S.No Assessment Date/period in which Assessment | Weightage
will take place
1 Memol End Jan 15%
2 Memo2 Third Week Feb 15%
3 Memo3 First Week Mar 15%
4 Memo4 End March 15%
5 Memo5 Mid April 15%
6 Field Work Report End April 25%




