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Aim: This course explores the knowledge power continuum involved in human attempts to 

govern Nature. These human endeavors had humble origins with nature governing human pattern 

of existence and being worshipped for it. However with the rise of modern age, nature was de-

sacrilegised into land and container of resources, human skills were directed towards adding 

utility and thereby value to it. The course acquaints the students with a comprehensive 

understanding of humans’ historical struggle to co-exist with the natural environment and the 

linkages it has with their livelihoods and material well being. In this pursuit, it touches upon the 

multi-disciplinary insights on subject matters of population, poverty, resource scarcity, economic 

growth and its limits and sustainability, natural and environmental risks and hazards, local 

governance, equity and social justice with special reference to hilly and forested areas of central 

India and the tribal world therein. 

Brief description of modules/ Main modules: 

Module 1: Political Ecology of Environmentality and ‘sustainable’ Development: The first 

module elaborates on the knowledge-power continuum that establishes inter-linkages between 

environment, it's natural resources and the process of development. It explores the question of 



and issues around the key of these in the process of modernization and post colonial societies. It 

then look at the effect on these that the process of globalization and liberalization.  

Module 2: Governing Nature through Property Regimes: The second module looks at the 

historical evolution of attempts to govern nature-human relationship, its economic concerns, 

political contestation and the socio-cultural context. It explores a genealogical understanding of 

patterns of human interaction with their environment, institutional mechanism and regimes that 

have facilitated and regulated these patterns. The main focus here is to look at the role of state, 

market, and communities at local national and, off late, global level of human collectives in this 

endeavor.  

 Module 3: Nature as Land: Module three argues that human existence in embedded on Land, 

that offer the conditions for their (re)production through practices of housing, agriculture, 

forestry, economic uses of land for mining and infrastructure. Taking up debates across these 

human practices, the module looks at the rise and universalization of the modern version of these 

practices, the crisis it has led to, as well as knowledge about their causes and redressal 

mechanisms and policy measure to do so.  

Module 4: Water as essence of life: Water is one of the essential preconditions for human life 

on any planet. The river civilizations of the past and special status of water sources in various 

religions bear testimony to this fact. However, with increasing pressure for drinking water, 

irrigation/dams, sanitation and fisheries, water has become an increasingly contested resource.  

Therefore the final module looks at water based resources in the context of rural and tribal 

landscape and the debate over its material culture and governance. 

Tentative Assessment schedule with details of weightage:   

S.No Assessment Date/period in which 

Assessment will take place 

Weightage 

1 Village stay and study report 

presentation 

Mid March   25% 

2 Field Immersion and the natural world 

Draft 1 

End March 35% 

3 Field Immersion and the natural world 

Draft 2 

First week May 40% 
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