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Aim: The course will adopt a sociological perspective to engage with ‘School knowledge, curriculum and
texts’. It aims to:

e introduce students to philosophy and education as domains of inquiry

e provide students some acquaintance with the disciplines of Philosophy and of Education

e engage with ideas of philosophy and education and help students understand them as
disciplines.

® acquaint students with the trajectory that the discipline of Philosophy of Education has taken to
unpack educational ideas and issues.

Unit | (18 hours)
- Philosophy and Education: Understanding the two disciplines.
- Education, indoctrination and schooling.

Philosophy is understood in a very generalized manner in common parlance. There is a need to
differentiate between this understanding of philosophy and the systematic study of philosophy and the
nature of questions which it raises. Education in its wider connotation asks much the same questions.
Moreover, both education and philosophy have a common quest in the betterment of human life. There
is also need to understand the difference between reflective, speculative philosophy and the act of
philosophizing, as understood in cartographies of university knowledge. The same is true of Education.
This unit will engage students with these foundational concerns.

Ideas about what education is aimed at would then be studied to lead us into what schooling should be.
It would be illustrated how schooling can become indoctrinating and why it is necessary to differentiate
between indoctrination and education.
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Unit 2 (12 hours)

- The discipline of Philosophy of Education. The Schools of thought approach and its critique in

analytic philosophy.

- Philosophy of education and the emergence of the pedagogical sciences
This unit will delineate the self-conscious attempts of educators and philosophers to map out the
contours of the understanding of philosophy of education in the last century. The subject matter of
philosophy of education comprised largely of descriptions of the epistemology, metaphysics, ethics and
axiology of some schools of thought in Philosophy, which were then looked at for implications for
education. This approach reduced the discourse to causal connections between philosophical
understandings and educational theorizing and came under attack by analytic philosophers. This altered
the course that the discipline had undertaken and turned the attention of philosophers of education to
the task of clarification of concepts and terms in education.
This led to the examining of the philosophical underpinnings of evolving ideas in pedagogy. This would
be examined with the help of some major philosophers and educators like Kant, Hegel, Rousseau and
Dewey.
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