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Aim: How we comprehend any phenomenon depends upon the perspective from where we seek to
understand them. To take the example of development, its meaning changes depending on the
perspective from which it is looked at. It is also important to explore how one’s view of processes,
events, and causes differs depending on the lens through which one approaches them. This course will
introduce students to crucial theoretical ideas that will allow them to critically reflect upon social
realities which the process of development seeks to transform or upon the development process itself.
The course seeks to fulfil this aim by using modernity as its central theme given that social theory, in a
large way, developed around this concept. The course is divided into three units that are organized
chronologically around the central theme of modernity. It begins with developments in social theory
during the rise of modernity. It proceeds to transformations in social theory in response to
contradictions of modernity and finally moves to theorization about the conceptual phase beyond
modernity.

The course is meant for beginners in social theory. The primary aim of this course is to enable the
students to identify theoretical background of texts they read and also use diverse theoretical
perspectives to analyse the social realities they experience in the field during their internship and also
during their dissertation.

Upon completion of this course the students are expected to build up an ability to comprehend and
apply theoretical perspectives in general and particularly develop a sound knowledge about foundations



of Liberalism, Modernism, Positivism, Marxism, Post-modernism, and Subalternism. They are also
expected to develop a clear understanding about political currents like Communism, Maoism and
Naxalism and at the same time comprehend the politics around culture and knowledge.

Brief description of modules/ Main modules:

Enlightenment and rise of Liberalism
Modernity and Modernism

Positivism and its development

Marxism and the contemporary world
Conflicts in the contemporary world
Deconstruction

Postmodernism and global plural society
Subaltern perspectives: Revisiting identities

PN AWM

Assessment Details with weights:

S.No Assessment Date/period in which Assessment | Weightage
will take place
1 Assessment 1 Fourth week of August 10 per cent
2 Assessment 2 Second week of September 20 per cent
3 Assessment 3 First week of October 20 per cent
4 Assessment 4 Third week of October 10 per cent
5 Assessment 5 Third week of November Part 1: 20 per cent and
Part 2: 10 per cent
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