School of Education Studies
Ambedkar University Delhi

Course Outline

Course Code: SES201212

Title: Language Development and Early Literacy

Type of Course: Required

Cohort for which it is compulsory: MA Education (Early Childhood Care and Education)
Cohort for which it is elective: MA Education

No of Credits: 4

Semester and Year Offered: 1% and 3™ (Monsoon Semester 2018)

Course Coordinator and Team: Dr. Sunita Singh

Email of course coordinator: sunitasingh@aud.ac.in

Pre-requisites: None

Aim: This course examines language and literacy development in young children, especially with respect
to biological, cognitive, social and emotional development. It will focus on the fundamental aspects in
acquisition and development of language skills. The theories, principles, goals, and methods of
integrating the language arts throughout the school curriculum will also be examined. Development of
language and early learning capacities of children are inextricably linked. The relationship between
language, thought, culture and identity are closely intertwined. In this regard, students will be
introduced to current debates and dilemmas related to children’s home language and the language of
instruction in classroom, especially in the multilingual context of India.

Brief description of modules/ Main modules:
Unit 1: Sociology of language

Language and literacy is primarily a process of learning to interact with others. Children acquire
language through social interactions; thus, language usage varies greatly based on social backgrounds,
roles of the speaker and the social settings. This unit focuses on the study of various social and cultural
factors that influence the process of language acquisition and literacy.

1.1 Nature of language, their functions, and the various symbolic systems

1.2 Language, culture, and identity (gender, class, caste)

1.3 Language and power: A historical overview of sociolinguistic attitudes in India

1.4 Diversity of languages, multilingualism, cultural communities especially in reference to India
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Unit 2: Pathways in Language Development

Language development unfolds at a rapid pace during the first four years of life. Children across the
world acquire the major components of their native language by the time they are three or four. This
unit focuses on the study of the theories, the developmental process and the important milestones in
language development.

2.1 Theories of language acquisition and development

2.2 Language and the Brain

2.2 Stages of Language Development

2.3 Multiple language learners

24 Language Disorders

Unit 3: Language and Literacy

In literate societies children are exposed to varying degrees to literacy in their homes and communities
and begin to imbibe the basic forms and functions of literacy at an early age. This unit focuses on the
process of learning to engage in reading, writing and decontextualized discourses.

3.1 Historical overview of literacy approaches

3.2 How young children learn to read and write

3.3 Reading, writing, speaking and listening connection

3.4 Developing concepts of books, children’s literature and comprehension of texts

3.5 Emergent literacy

3.6 Observing and assessing reading and writing

Unit 4: Promoting Literacy Development

This unit focuses on the various approaches and intervention strategies that have been used to support
the learning of reading and writing specifically in the Indian context. The evidence will be examined
through a historical and contemporary lens to help students understand how current approaches have
evolved.

4.1 Role of children’s literature in promoting reading and writing

4.2 Explicit instruction and the constructivist approach: Phonics and whole language
4.3 Research on developing active literacy environments

4.4 Home school partnership for literacy development

4.5 Introduction to critical literacy

Assessment Details with weights:

1. Language and Literacy Autobiography 10% (end August)

2. Language Sample Analysis 30% (September)

3. Running Records and Reflection 30% (October)

4. Final: Critique of Research Articles 20% (as per AUD academic calendar)
5. Attendance and in-class participation 10% (throughout Semester)
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