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Aim: This paper opens a foray of debates on the nature of economic and social formation in medieval
India, which is popularly relegated as a period of decline and gloom. Thus, it attempts to initiate a
discussion on the nature of agrarian economy, land revenue administration, urbanization and the
emergence of new classes in medieval India. A discussion on the development of diverse forms of
architecture, literature, paintings, and critical social debates in the form of Nath, Bhakti and Sufi
movements will further enrich reading of the ‘medieval’.
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Characterization of Early Medieval Economy and Society
State and Economy in the Sultanate and Mughal India
Agrarian Structures and the Growth of Urban Economy
Regions and the Empire in Medieval India

Technology, Crafts and Non-Agricultural Production

Trade and Commerce: Routes, Merchants and Manufacturers
Art and Architecture: Innovation and Assimilation

Religious Movements: Bhakti and Sufi Milieu

Language, Literature and the making of Medieval India
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