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Aim: 

Qualitative research focuses on an in-depth exploration of a social phenomenon. Given the nature of the 

field—not limited by rigidly defined variables, it allows for an examination of complex questions that 

could open up new areas of researchThe strength of qualitative research lies in bringing out insiders’ 

meanings, capturing processes and bringing out the contexts in which events happen. They add meaning 

to otherwise de-contextualised data and enhance transferability across contexts. It also enables 

researchers to deal with value laden questions which could help to address issues of equity and social 

justice in educational contexts. 

Objectives of the course 

1. To provide an understanding of the theoretical basis of qualitative research 
2. To highlight the scope of using qualitative research in the fields of education and ‘Early 

Childhood Care and Education’ 
3. To equip the participants with knowledge and skill of using qualitative data collection methods 
4. To familiarise the students with analysis of qualitative data 

Brief description of course / main modules: 



Theoretical basis and nature of qualitative research; Scope and significance of qualitative research in 

education and child-centered topics of inquiry; Attempting a typology of qualitative research;  Data-

Method-Methodology distinctions; Methods of data collection; Types of data; Study designs in 

qualitative research; Ensuring rigor in qualitative research – reflexivity, transparency & credibility; 

Analysis in qualitative research; Issues around ethics in qualitative research; Understand difference in 

conducting research with children versus adults; Writing qualitative research. 

UNIT I: Doing Qualitative Research (12 hours) 

UNIT II: Research Design and Plan (12 hours) 

UNIT III: Methods of Qualitative Research (16 hours) 

UNIT IV: Data Analysis (8 hours) 

 
Assessment Details with weights: 

S. 
No. 

Task Expectations Individual or 
group 

Mode and 
Weightage  

1.  Research Topic 

Presentation 

You will be expected to begin 

thinking about a research topic 

during this course. This will begin 

through an in-class “conceptual 

mapping” exercise (5%).  After 

identifying a topic you will develop 

your research questions (5%) and 

then present and share your topic 

with the class (20%). 

  

Individual 30% 

2.  Interview Assignment You will conduct one interview 

based on the topic of your interest, 

which you have already shared with 

the class. You will develop an 

interview protocol (10%) and then 

share the transcript of the 

interview for this assignment (20%). 

  

Individual  30% 

3.  Data Analysis and 

Paper 

Using the various techniques of 

data analysis you will be expected 

to code your interview data (10%) 

Individual/ 
Mentored 

30% 



and write your analysis as a short 

research paper (20%). 

4
. 

Class Participation Attending and engaging with 

readings, concepts, ideas, and work 

assigned for in-class time. Peer-

exchange within class about the 

readings and discussion points. 

Individual/ 
Group 

10% 
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