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This course aims at familiarizing the students with the basic concepts about research in social
sciences and development studies. After learning this course, the students will have a better
understanding on the role, purpose and scope of research. They will be able to formulate a
research question/problem and to plan appropriate data sets and methodologies for pursuing the
stated objectives as per a research design. The course will also orient the students with different
methods followed in development-research, giving due attention on quantitative and qualitative
methods and on disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches. Introduction to some of the major
data sources is also planned in this course. Overall, it is expected that this course will provide a
basic foundation for students in research methodologies, so as to enable them to undertake more
in-depth and detailed training in qualitative and quantitative research methods in Semester II.
The course is planned through interactive and activity-based sessions. Though there are no
prescribed readings for the course, some reading material will be distributed prior to and during
the interactive sessions. The assessment of this course is planned on a continuous basis, the
details of which are given subsequently.

Brief Descriptions of Modules/Main Modules:

e Introduction to Research and Research Methods: What is research? Underlying
principles —Inductive and deductive methods; Rationality, universality, objectivity,
reflexivity, reliability, validity; generalizations and its limits; ethical issues in research.
Conventional methods, qualitative, quantitative - mixed methods; disciplinary and
interdisciplinary approaches.
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e Data and Methods of Data Collection: Concept of Data; Data Sources - Primary,
Secondary; Qualitative, Quantitative; Basic introduction to key techniques of data
collection: secondary data; archival data; field study questionnaire, interview, case study,
focus group discussions, participatory research, ethnography, life history, oral history
documentation; Orientation to Some major data sources in development studies — Human
Development Indices, Census, NSSO; Introduction to electronic-based data sources .

e Literature Review, Citation and Referencing: The utility and scope of survey of
literature; Importance of citations and referencing; standard styles and formats of
referencing; Importance of acknowledging original works/contributions; issue of
plagiarism.

e Basics of Formulating a Research Design: Statement of research problem;
contextualizing the study; stating the objectives, scope and research questions; how to
frame research questions? Stating and testing of hypothesis; planning the data sources
and methods of data collections; stating the purpose, utility, significance and output of
the study; Essentials in formulating a research design.

e Introduction to Design of Questionnaires and Sampling Procedures: How to frame
effective questions and questionnaire(s) for a field study. What are the basic sampling
procedures? Understanding Population and Sample; Sample selection procedures;
Introducing concepts such as Probability Sampling, Non-probability Sampling, Stratified
Sampling, Random Sampling , Purposive sampling and sampling via snow-ball method.

Assessment Details with Weights:

The Assessments of this Course will include:

1. Continuous evaluation (Multiple activities — preparation of write ups; reference
list/annotated bibliography; reviews of journal articles/book(s) (40 %)

2. A Class Test on the contents covered (30%)

3. Preparation of a research proposal or a Term Paper (20% for writing; 10 % for
presentation)
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