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Course Outline - Research Methods II 

 

Course Code: SDS2DS105 

Title: Research Methods II 

Type of Course:  Compulsory 

Programme Title: MA Development Studies 

No of Credits: Four 

Semester and Year Offered: Second Semester of the First Year  

Course Coordinator: Babu P. Remesh  

 

Email of course coordinator: babu@aud.ac.in 

 

Pre-requisites: N.A. 

Aim: At the end of this course the student is expected to have a basic but clear understanding 

of what qualifies as social science research and the stages of the research process – right from 

conception, planning, collecting and making sense of data to writing up. 

The course is equally divided up into two parts – quantitative and qualitative research 

methods.  This split has been created more for the purposes of pedagogical practicalities, and 

the idea is that while students grasp the distinctness of these two approaches, they can 

hopefully learn how to complement them. The course equips students with skills, techniques 

and methods required to successfully undertake development related research work. More 

immediately the course will help students in working towards their Master’s level 

dissertation. 

 

Brief description of main modules: 

 

 Module 1: Philosophy of social science research- Different trends-– Use of theories in 

qualitative research-Field work tradition   

 Module 2: Principles of Statistics in Data Analysis : Measures of Central Tendancy, 

Dispersion, Correlation,  Basics of  Regressoion Analysis, Probability and Models of 

Distributions,  Measures of  Inequality  

 Module 3: Collection of data -Use of techniques- Questionnaire- Interview -

Participant and non-participant Observation- Ethnography -Case Studies- Oral history 

documentation– Text/Content Analysis – Other sources of Qualitative Data 

 Module 4: Transcription and/or translation of data- Classification of (indexing) data- 

Interpretation and analysis of qualitative data- Empirical cases of qualitative studies in 

labour research-   Quality of data and ethics in research  

 Module 5: Conduct of a Field Study  

 Module 6: Social problems and the combinations of research- Combining the 

qualitative and quantitative methods - Practical lessons    

 

Assessment Details with weights:  

 

 One test paper (30%) 

 One presentation/seminar – individual work (40%) 

 One group work (design and conduct of a field Study): (30%) 
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