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Pre-requisites: None 

Aim: If Enlightenment, French Revolution, and Industrial Revolution are considered as three crucial 

phenomena that led to the rise and advancement of Sociology as a discipline, social change may be 

considered as the primordial Sociological theme! With the rise of modern state and discourses around 

its significance in influencing the wellbeing of its citizens, development has evolved as a critical avenue 

for understanding transformation. Sociologists have tried to understand transformation by reflecting on 

its diverse components including perceived roots, patterns, processes, agents, aims, and consequences. 

The aspiration of this course is to orient the students towards developing an understanding of social 

transformation specifically focusing on the meanings and manifestations of social change and 

development. The course is meant for beginners in social transformation. One aim of this course is to 

familiarize the students with the development of significant theoretical ideas in this field. The other aim 

is to situate these theoretical propositions in the context of contemporary socio-economic and political 

setting. Upon completion of this course the students should be able to comprehend the diverse 

meanings of social transformation and understand their significance. 

Brief description of modules/ Main modules: 

1. Conceptualizing social change 
2. Classical theories on social change 



3. Sanskritization and westernization 
4. Globalization and cultural change 
5. Understanding development 
6. Classical theories on development 
7. Identity and development 
8. Nature, society, and development 

Assessment Details with weights: 

S.No Assessment Date/period in which Assessment 
will take place 

Weightage 

1 Assessment 1 (Open book 
exam) 

Beginning of February 15 per cent 

2 Assessment 2 (Closed book 
exam) 

End of February/Beginning of March 35 per cent 

3 Assessment 3 (Photo essay) End of March/Beginning of April 20 per cent 

4 Assessment 4 (Short take 
home essay) 

Middle/End of April 30 per cent 
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