Ambedkar University aviable optlon

ADMISSION SEASON University has 85% reservation for
students from NCR and has three campuses in capital
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NEW DELHI: Soaring cut-offs in
Delhi University and tough com-
petition for seats has made
Ambedkar University an
increasingly popular option
among students in the national
capital.

This year Ambedkar Univer-
sity, whichis knownforitsfocus
on Humanities stream, willfocus
on placements, collaborations
with foreign universities, a new
Equal Opportunity Cell,and has
started construction of its new
campusesfor theupcomingaca-
demicsession.

“Weare looking to getatrain-
ing and placement officer on

The difference between the two is that the focus in
Ambedkar is on learning. In Delhi University, the
focus is so much on completing the syllabus.

NIKITASINHA, an aspirant

board who could profile students
and help them find job opportuni-
tiesas perthesubjectsand course
they have studied,” said Ambed-
kar University vice chancellor
Anu Singh Lather, who took
charge in February. “When it
comes to social sciences, there
are a lot of unexplored job areas
and placements will be our top
priority thisyear.”

Some of the most sought after
programmes in Ambedkar Uni-
versity are BA (Hons.)in English,
Psychology and Economics.
Apart from this, the university
offers seven BA (Honours) pro-
grammes in subjects History,
Social Sciences & Humanities,
Mathematics, Sociology,among
others.Italsohasthree Bachelor
of Vocation programmes and
undergraduate programmes for
Law & Politics, Global Studies,
and Sustainable Urbanism.

Established in 2008, as a uni-
tarynon-affiliatingstate univer-

sity having 85% reservation for
students from National Capital
Region, Ambedkar is known for
its focus on research and teach-
inginsocial sciences and human-
ities sector. Apart from NCR
applicants, the university also
has a quota for co-curricular
activities and single girl child.
Currently, AUD has three cam-
pusesat Kashmere Gate, Karam-
pura and Lodhi Road offering
approximately 550 undergradu-
ateseatsin 14 courses.

Officials and students, how-
ever, both held that infrastruc-
tureis oneofthe majorissues pla-
guing the university.

“Construction for the other
two campuses at Dheerpur and
Rohini is expected to begin this
vear,” Lather said, adding that
another hostel facility having 27
seats for female students in the
Karampura campus will be
started thisyear. TheKashmere
Gate hostel has 45seats.
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Last year, the university
received around 24,000 applica-
tions for its 1,400 seats offering
undergraduate, postgraduate,
MPhil and PhD. This year, the
university has received over
10,000 applications and officials
said the number is expected to
pick upmoreinthelasttendays.
The last date of registration is
fourdaysafter the expected date
for DU’sfirstcut-offon June 20.

“l applied at Ambedkar Uni-
versity to keep my options open
but I was disappointed when I
saw that there was a 4% differ-
enceincutoffbetween candidates
from Delhi and those from out-
side,” said Nikita Sinha, whohas
applied for an undergraduate
degree in Psychology in the var-

sity.

“I would prefer studying at
Delhi University sinceitis more
renowned and will help me while
applyingabroad for further stud-
ies,” sheadded.

However, notall studentshad
the same opinion. “Ihavebeena
student of DU and studies were
often disrupted there because of
on-campus politics. Ambedkar
University isvery liberal and that
iswhy it is my first preference,”
said Shimona Sharma, who has
applied for apostgraduate degree
in English. “The curriculumand
credit system at Ambedkarisalso
betterthan DU,” she said.

Former DU student Shreshtha
Chaturvedi, who is currently
pursuing her MPhil in Mathe-
matics from Ambedkar Univer-
sity, said “Thevisible difference
between the twoisthat thefocus
in Ambedkar is on learning. In
DU, thefocusissomuchon com-
pleting the syllabus thatthe pro-
fessorsareforced togive less time
tothebasics, whichisrequiredto
develop an interest in the sub-
ject.”

Theuniversity is considered to
be one of the few places offering
courses like Bachelors in Sus-
tainable Urbanism and Bache-
lorsin Global Studies whichwas
started last year under School of
Global Affairs.

KEY DATES

Registration begins
MAY 3

Registrationends
JUNE 24

F|rst cut nffllst tu be
announced
JULY 9

Second cut off listtobe
announced
JULY 12

ECA Trlalslaudltlnns fur BA
Programmes

JULY 15

Third cutoff list
LY 16

Listof recommended
candidates under ECA for
BA programmes

JULY 16
Fourth cutoff Ilst
JULY 19
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ULY 23
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